
 

 

ETFs in an evolving world 
Event Summary 

 

It is, without a doubt, a challenging investment landscape. Investors are grappling with a laundry list of powerful 

developments: war, geopolitical tension, market turmoil, rising interest rates and alarming inflation. 

The advisor’s need for tools and strategies to help navigate this environment has never been greater. The good 

news is that, right now, the ETF universe has more options than ever to help.  

To explore this further, our most recent event brought together experts to discuss how the ETF space has been 

evolving in today’s market conditions and how investors are using them to address complex portfolio construction 

needs.  

Collectively, this group identified key issues and trends that matter to Canadian advisors right now, including 

these five takeaways:  

It’s an uncertain world. The macroeconomic and geopolitical environments remain highly volatile. Investment 

decision making has become challenging and right now, agility, flexibility and efficiency are all required to 

navigate portfolios toward desired outcomes. Advisors are turning to an unprecedented range of ETF solutions to 

help address these challenges and generate consistent long-term returns, reduced risk and improved portfolio 

diversification for their clients.  

 

ETFs remain resilient. Against a backdrop of market volatility and investor fear, ETF flows and volumes remain 

strong and have risen exponentially. They’ve also proven incredibly resilient in the face of liquidity disruptions, 

volatility and fearful investor sentiment. In Canada, investors put a record-breaking $53 billion into ETFs in 2021 

alone. It’s a trend that isn’t going to slow down any time soon: 76% of Canadian IIROC advisors plan to increase 

their use of ETFs in the next five years.1  

 

Investors are using ETFs in new ways. Advisors are now turning to ETFs as part of core and tactical investing, as 

well as for risk management and cash management. A growing spectrum of ETF products also offers investors a 

great deal of choice when it comes to asset allocation across the entire portfolio, whether it’s equities, fixed 

income, alternatives or other strategies. And their intraday liquidity allows investors to be nimble in today’s 

markets.  

 

The ETF ecosystem is expanding. The sheer number of ETF products and options available to advisors is massive. 

There are now well over 1,000 ETFs in Canada and over 2,000 in the US, which is why it’s important to know that 

not all ETFs are built the same, nor do they perform the same way. Understanding ETF construction and tracking is 

key both for index products and active strategies. Moreover, bigger isn’t always better; underlying exposure is 

what matters, especially as the ETF universe expands into thematic or geographical markets where investors are 

just beginning to show interest.  

 



 

 

Canadian ETFs can give advisors an extra edge. There is more choice than ever in the Canadian ETF market so 

investors should consider focusing on products domiciled here. These can be more tax efficient and can offer 

exposure to commodities, a key inflation hedge for investors. Canada has also been one of the best performing 

countries recently, due to its exposure to oil and gold. In fact, it’s one of the reasons Mackenzie has had an 

“overweight” recommendation for Canadian securities for some time. 

 

For more great insights from our speakers, watch the full event.  

 

1 Source: CETFA Environics Broker ETF Study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

For Advisor Use Only. No portion of this communication may be reproduced or distributed to the public as it does not comply 

with investor sales communication rules. Mackenzie disclaims any responsibility for any advisor sharing this with investors.  

  

This document may contain forward-looking information which reflect our or third party current expectations or forecasts of 

future events. Forward-looking information is inherently subject to, among other things, risks, uncertainties and assumptions 

that could cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed herein. These risks, uncertainties and assumptions 

include, without limitation, general economic, political and market factors, interest and foreign exchange rates, the volatil ity 

of equity and capital markets, business competition, technological change, changes in government regulations, changes in tax 

laws, unexpected judicial or regulatory proceedings and catastrophic events. Please consider these and other factors carefully 

and not place undue reliance on forward-looking information. The forward-looking information contained herein is current 

only as of June 14, 2022. There should be no expectation that such information will in all circumstances be updated, 

supplemented or revised whether as a result of new information, changing circumstances, future events or otherwise.  

 

The content of this document (including facts, views, opinions, recommendations, descriptions of or references to, products 

or securities) is not to be used or construed as investment advice, as an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy, or 

an endorsement, recommendation or sponsorship of any entity or security cited. Although we endeavour to ensure its 

accuracy and completeness, we assume no responsibility for any reliance upon it.  

 

We may record calls and monitor live calls with our sales representatives for training and quality assurance purposes. For 

more information, please see our privacy policy.  

 

Your privacy is important to us. Please review Mackenzie Investments' Privacy Protection Notice at: 

mackenzieinvestments.com/en/legal/privacy-protection.  
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